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There was one field in which Fox's championship of the
oppressed was successful, even if its success was rather long
delayed.     There  are  few  more   interesting   psychological
studies than that of the movement and shades of eighteenth
century opinion  on   the  slave  trade,     Chatham, in many
respects the greatest statesman of the century, wished to
develop that trade as an Important part of England's com-
merce.    Lord Dartmouth, a pious evangelical was strongly
averse to checking "a traffic so beneficial to the nation/5
and, though  Wesley   applauded   Wilberforce's   exertions,
Whitefield was a strong supporter of slavery, and with the
help of Lady Huntingdon, he did a good  deal  to intro-
duce it into Georgia.    An Interesting controversy arose in
the religious world over the whole subject.    Some persons,
like Whitefield, favoured slavery, because  they thought it
brought great remote and Inaccessible  populations within
the reach of Christian missionaries, whilst others had qualms
about baptizing or converting slaves, on the ground that
slavery was unobjectionable for pagans, but inappropriate
for  Christians; a  distinction  corresponding to that made
by  the  Greeks  between   Greeks  and  barbarians.    It was
solemnly suggested that baptism \vould Invalidate the legal
title of the master to his slave, but the alarm inspired by
so  ominous a superstition was dispersed by a timely de-
claration  from  the Bishop of London, to the effect that
" Christianity and  the embracing of the Gospel does not
make the least alteration In public property."
The interests Involved were very extensive, and they
were not limited to England, for though some of the
colonies disliked the slave trade, and accused England of
forcing It upon them, there were others that regarded the
slave trade as the basis of their prosperity. The West
Indian planters who passed harsh legislation for the treat-
ment of slaves In the colonies were largely represented
In England by rich and absentee owners. The Court
was Inevitably and strenuously hostile to humane reform.
It was no light matter to develop a strong public opinion